8                      A LETTER TO A MEMBER

is encouragement enough to practise the city, against the
opinion of a majority into an address to the Queen for
repealing the sacramental test; or issue out their orders to
the next fanatic parson to furbish up his old sermons, and
preach and print new ones directly against Episcopacy. I
would lay a good wager, that, if the choice of a new Speaker
succeeds exactly to their liking, we shall see it soon followed
by many new attempts, either in the form of pamphlet, ser-
mon, or address, to the same, or perhaps more dangerous
purposes.

Supposing the Speaker's office to be only an employment
of profit and honour, and a step to a better; since it is in
your own gift, will you not choose to bestow it upon some
person whose principles the majority of you pretends to
approve, if it were only to be sure of a worthy man hereafter
in a high station, on the bench or at the bar ?

I confess, if it were a thing possible to be compassed, it
would seem most reasonable to fill the chair with some
person who would be entirely devoted to neither party
But, since there are so few of that character, and those
either unqualified or unfriended, I cannot see how a majority
will answer it to their reputation, to be so ill provided of
able persons, that they must have recourse for a leader to
their adversaries, a proceeding of which I never met with
above one example, and even that succeeded but ill, though
it was recommended by an oracle, which advised some city
in Greece to beg a general from their enemies, who, in
scorn, sent them either a fiddler or a poet, I have forgot
which ; but so much I remember, that his conduct was such,
as they soon grew weary of him.

You pretend to be heartily resolved against repealing the
sacramental test, yet, at the same time, give the only great
employment you1" have to dispose of to a person who will
take that test against his stomach (by which word I under-
stand many a man's conscience) who earnestly wisheth it
repealed, and will endeavour it to the utmost of his power ,
so that^the first action after you meet, will be a sort of con-
travention to that test: And will anybody go further than
your practice to judge of your principles ?

And now I am upon this subject, I cannot conclude with-
out saying something to a very popular argument against